West Tytherley and Frenchmoor Parish Council
Chairman’s Report for period May 2008 to April 2009

Parish council attendance record out of 11 meetings

Andy Bowditch 10                                        
John Guy 9 (resigned at March meeting)

Linda Bowditch 10

Tim Mousley 6

Liz Dowding 7

Jarred Bundy 11

Anthony Mavrogordato 11

All meeting are held on the second Monday of each month (except August when there is no meeting). An “Open Forum” is held at the start of each meeting for 10 minutes when members of the public can air their views, (thank you Bill )!!
As always our thanks go to Michael Woodhall (HCC) and Neville Whiteley (TVBC) for their help and support.

Finance

The precept for 2009-2010 was set at the same total as last year’s £7718.00 which I’m sure you will all appreciate bearing in mind the current financial crisis. 

I would like to send our thanks to Robert Horsford for completing the Internal Audit and giving us other financial guidance when requested at no charge!

Donations  have been agreed to the following :- Village Hall Insurance £800. Thorngate Village Care Group £150. St Peters Church Graveyard£100. Over Sixties £100. Test Valley School Prize £75. Hampshire Air Ambulance £250.
Planning

Various Planning application have been considered by the council including ;

The Stud Farm appeal, which was dismissed in July 08. The Methodist chapel was finally granted permission to change of use to domestic in Jan 09.  The application for a new treatment plant and associated works for the Village School was given our approval and we are waiting for confirmation that this will go ahead.

Last year we were asked by TVBC Planning Dept. if we would give our opinions on any applications for Buckholt Parish as they do not have their own Parish Council, the outcome of which has seen several  including the current application for demolition of the existing Buckholt House and replacement with a much larger property, we objected to this and my thanks go to Anthony for attending the planning committee meeting at the end of April this year and putting our comments to them with great confidence , the outcome of which is it was voted for refusal as (far as I recall) 10 against and 4 supporting. It will now go to the Planning Control Committee for further consideration.

Before I finish with planning matters I would like to give my thanks to John Guy who apart from general parish council duties has been a tremendous strength to us in regard to his expertise on planning matters and his patience as regard to sifting through planning procedures!!

His initiative as regards to the Low cost housing scheme is still ongoing and we hope he will still be involved with this till its conclusion.

As you may or may not be aware he sadly resigned from the parish Council in March after18yrs service . So we wish him well in his retirement and any future plans he may now have time for.

Police

As last year due to the the area covered by our beat officer attendance at meetings has been limited, we do have however the Community Mobile Police unit visiting the village opposite the shop I believe on the first Thursday of the month (details are on shop noticeboard)
Hopefully the AGM will be attended by our beat officer Rupert Murray Twinn (email contact Romsey.snt@hampshire.pnn.police.uk) or phone08450454545.

Recreation Ground

As always our thanks must go to Mike Eastwood for his for the excellent work he does on the recreation ground and surrounds (including also the War Memorial).

We have recently had to re- roof and strengthen the Bus Shelter / Football Dugout at a cost £700

Which included a grant of £300 from HCC, thanks go to Michael Woodhall for his help in attaining this.
Highways and Footpaths

Once again thanks must go to Anthony Mavrogordato for all his hard work in reporting potholes etc to Paul Walsh, this year due to adverse weather conditions has needed extra vigilance on his behalf.

Footpaths have once again been surveyed and reported back to the council by our Volunteer Footpath Warden Ron Warwick,  many thanks Ron your efforts are much appreciated by us and indeed all people who use the paths.

And Finally

As last year I would like to send our thanks to Jo Guy and her team for their hard work with the Village Care Group and also to the First responders for the excellent work they do for the village.

I  understand they are currently looking for anyone who could spare a few hours a week to contact them. (see John or Jo Guy).

I would finally once again like to congratulate our Clerk Fiona (Fee) Collyer for completing her tasks with professionalism and good humour ( she needs it with me)!!

To all my fellow Parish Councillors, Jarred for liaising with West Dean PC , Liz for her work with the Low Cost Housing group, Anthony as mentioned previously, Tim for keeping an eye on the Rec !! John Guy for all planning work   Lyn for liaising with the hall committee and for putting up with me forever tapping away on this computer !!!
Andy Bowditch

Chairman

West Tytherley and Frenchmoor Parish Council
