WEST TYTHERLEY AND FRENCHMOOR PARISH COUNCILS

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Annual General Meeting Monday 10th May 2010.


	•	The last 12 months has seen quite a change in the membership of the Council. 

	•	In May 2009 Mike Noyce joined the Council following the retirement of John Guy during the previous year.
In June 2009 Michael Woodhall stood down as our elected representative on the County Council after many years of service which included a long period when he was the Deputy leader of the Council. He is replaced by Andrew Gibson. 
In October 2009 Anthony Mavrogordato took over the reins as acting Chairman of the Parish Council.
In December Andy Bowditch resigned both as Chairman and member of the Council. He had been Chairman for 6 ½ years. Keith Hawkins replaced him as a member.
In January 2010 Anthony Mavrogordato was elected Chairman. Sadly his tenure was shortlived and in the following month due to circumstances beyond his control and with much reluctance he had to stand down. Robin Garrett has taken his place.
In March 2010 Jarred Bundy also felt he had to stand down due to pressure of work and extensive family commitments. He felt unable to devote what he thought was the necessary time to the position, as he had done for over 4 years. Rhian Greene has stepped into his shoes. 

All members have diligently attended the monthly meetings whenever they can.

All the new members have agreed to be co-opted. Without them the Council would not be able to function. Lyn Bowditch has volunteered to act as vice chair. Anthony has kindly offered to keep up the excellent work he does with the Highways Authority. 

All of the retiring councillors have brought a great deal to the business of the council and we have been extremely fortunate to be able to call upon their experiences in very different walks of life. They contributed a great deal of their time. Much of their input perhaps went largely unnoticed by many of  the residents of the parish, but their combined expertise has been of great benefit to the community. Our thanks go to each of them. 

	•	Fiona Collyer has continued throughout the year as an outstanding clerk. Ron Warwick as a highly conscientious and experienced footpath warden. We are also lucky to have had great assistance from Robert Horsford on the auditing front and from David Lyon as tree warden. John Guy continues to assist us all with his extensive knowledge of planning matters.

	•	We are now entering the final year of this council and elections will be held in a year’s time. 

	•	It has been a relatively quiet year. The precept was set as always at the beginning of the year and the funds will be used for the financial year from April 2010. The figure we have raised is £7,718 this year, the same as last year’s. A significant proportion of this is taken up by insurance payments for the Rec’, the war memorial, and part of the village hall’s premium. We have also continued to make modest contributions to the care group, the church, the poppy appeal and the over 60s group, a prize at Test Valley School ,and the Hampshire Air Ambulance. 

	•	On the planning front, there have been no major developments. We have supported, as has TVB Councillor Neville Whiteley, a local family who have had an entirely appropriate and worthwhile project rejected by the Borough Planners. Their application to develop their home would quite obviously have been of benefit to the parish as a whole. 

	•	We keep an eye on the need for low cost housing in West Tytherley, Frenchmoor and the Hampshire part of Dean which is included within our parish. A need has been identified. Sites were identified, but not considered as suitable by the planners. 

	•	On the policing front, meetings are now regularly attended by Police Constable Christine Plascott and supported by Joe Cole a PCSO. There are now closer links between the people who live here and the police. Crime remains at a very low level. Recently there has been an incident of vandalism to the changing rooms on the rec which has been reported to the police.




5th May 2010					TIM MOUSLEY
